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Personal Statement: 

Helping society to build better software faster has been the overarching theme of my 
professional career. We live in a software-enabled world. Indeed, software is the 
infrastructure that powers our digital transformation. By helping to create high-quality 
software in less time, I am hoping to contribute to improve many aspects of our society. And 
I aim to do so by publishing good research works, quality tools implementing them and 
mentoring a new generation of researchers that can push further the frontiers of knowledge 
in this field.   
 
Career Trajectory: 

I am an FNR Pearl Chair and the head of the Software Engineering RDI Unit at the 
Luxembourg Institute of Science and Technology. I am also an Affiliate Professor in 
Computer Science at the University of Luxembourg. Both at LIST and the UL, I am now 
building a research team around the “Building Better Smart Software Faster” topic. 
 
Until February 2023, I  was an ICREA Research Professor at Internet Interdisciplinary 
Institute, the research center of the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya (UOC) where I led the 
research team SOM (Systems, Software and Models). At the time, I was one of the youngest 
researchers in getting an ICREA position. From January 2021 to December 2022, I was also 
Visiting Professor (Professor II) at the Western Norway University of Applied Sciences. 
Before those positions, I led AtlanMod, an Inria research team hosted at the École des 
Mines de Nantes (France) during the 2010-2015 period. At the time of taking the lead of 
AtlanMod I was also one of the youngest researchers in leading an Inria team. I also worked 
two years as post-doctoral fellow at University of Toronto (Canada).  
 
I got my PhD in Computer Science (European mention) from the Technical University of 
Catalonia (2006) and the French HdR (HdR - Habilitation à diriger des recherches) from the 
École Doctorale de Nantes in 2012. 
 

Key Research Interests and Contributions: 

My research falls into the broad area of systems and software engineering, specially 
promoting the rigorous use of software models and engineering principles in all systems and 
software engineering tasks, including all types of AI-enhanced systems, while keeping an 
eye on the most unpredictable element in any project: the people involved in it. 
 
I have published relevant research contributions in all these areas, including numerous 
articles in prestigious international conferences and highly ranked journals. As a sample, 
these are three very recent examples that I’m particularly proud of: 
 
1.​ Adem Ait, Javier Luis Cánovas Izquierdo, Jordi Cabot: On the suitability of hugging face hub for 

empirical studies. Empir. Softw. Eng. 30(2): 57 (2025) 
2.​ Cánovas, Cabot: For a More Transparent Governance of Open Source. Commun. ACM 66(8): 

32-34 
3.​ Cabot, Clarisó: Low Code for Smart Software Development. IEEE Softw.40(1):89-93 
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https://dblp.org/db/journals/ese/ese30.html#AitIC25


 

My research has been largely referenced by my peers. It has also been recognized by 
several awards such as a 10-years most influential paper award, two best demo awards and 
two best paper awards. But beyond the results themselves, I’m also proud of frequently 
collaborating with researchers from other teams and countries, as this typically leads to more 
fruitful results and exchange of ideas.  
 
Development and sustainability of research teams 

During my career I have grown two teams up to 15-20 people. I am now actively hiring for 
my new one here in Luxembourg which currently employs already more than 20 people.  All 
this, thanks to funding obtained at regional, national (in Spain, France and now Luxembourg 
with the prestigious FNR PEARL grant) and European levels, for a total of over 11 million 
euros of direct funding for my teams.  
 
Beyond providing funding support, I want to highlight the importance I give of mentoring the 
people in my teams. For instance, I have completed the supervision of 10 PhD Thesis with 
four more now in progress. Typically, each student is supervised in collaboration with a junior 
researcher for which that thesis is often the first one as a supervisor. This way, I help to grow 
both the PhD student (on how to conduct research) and the junior researcher (on how to 
supervise researchers). I aim to extend this mentoring support to other researchers as much 
as I can, including publishing research career reflections on my blog research rants section. 
 
I also contribute to the research community at large by participating in the organization of 
conferences (e.g. being part of SCs, including being SC Chair of Models, or PC Chair, five 
times already) and journals (e.g. as part of several editorial boards) and giving numerous 
keynote talks in research and industry events.  
 
Tech transfer and contributions to the wider research and innovation community 

Beyond competitive research funding, I am obsessed with achieving a higher innovation 
impact via tech transfer activities and the release of open source software tools that can be 
freely adopted by any enterprise or organization. We have released around 30 different tools 
ranging from modeling tools to API testing to even bot frameworks (not all of them still 
maintained) with my former team and my current project (BESSER) which is also released 
under a free software license. 

●​ LIST AI Sandbox and ethical and linguistic benchmarks: https://ai-sandbox.list.lu/ 

●​ BESSER low-code platform (to build all types of software systems using a no-code / 
low-code approach) : https://github.com/BESSER-PEARL/BESSER 

●​ BESSER  agentic framework (to build all types of bots, chatbots and agents) : 
https://github.com/BESSER-PEARL/BESSER-Agentic-Framework 

 
Moreover, twice I tried to exploit our research ideas into spin-off companies (with one we 
even won a local startup competition and got seed funding) as I believe that every 
researcher should at least once try to be entrepreneur as a way to understand much better 
the product-market fit of the research he is doing and learn how to maximize his research 
impact in the future.  
 
Dissemination for the society at large 

Dissemination of the research results to a larger audience, including industry but also the 
general public is also a key goal of my activity. As examples, I have: 
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https://jordicabot.com/category/researchrant/
https://ai-sandbox.list.lu/
https://github.com/BESSER-PEARL/BESSER


 

●​ Published two introductory book on model-driven engineering and low-code 
development, which have become the books of reference for teaching model-driven 
engineering and low-code in all types of institutions. For instance, the model-driven book 
is now used in over 140 universities and educational institutions around the world. Book 
pages https://mdse-book.com/ and https://lowcode-book.com/ 

●​ Created and maintained since 2009 the Modeling Languages portal where I write about 
news, opinions, tools,… related to software modeling and development for the general 
public. The portal has received over one million visitors and is often cited in papers.  
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